MEADOWS MUSEUM - PRADO PARTNERSHIP CONTINUES WITH
FIRST RETROSPECTIVE ON LANDSCAPE PAINTER MARTÍN RICO

Collaboration Generates New Scholarship and Recognition for
Influential 19th-Century Spanish Artist
December 18, 2012, Dallas, TX – This spring, the Meadows Museum in Dallas, Texas will present
Impressions of Europe: 19th-Century Vistas by Martín Rico, the first museum retrospective devoted to
Martín Rico, a pioneer in the development of landscape painting in Europe. Impressions of Europe will
highlight the breadth of Rico’s career with 106 works of art, including paintings, drawings, and
sketchbooks depicting urban and natural landscapes of Switzerland, France, Germany, Italy, and his
native Spain. Research conducted in preparation for the exhibition uncovered new information about
Rico and his work, leading to the compilation of his first complete biography, which will be included in
the exhibition’s catalogue. Impressions of Europe will be on view at the Meadows Museum from March
10 – July 7, 2013, following its presentation at the Museo Nacional del Prado. Nine works from
American collections, including the Meadows and the Metropolitan Museum of Art, will be included
exclusively in the Meadows exhibition.
Impressions of Europe: 19th-Century Vistas by Martín Rico is the fourth exhibition organized through the
Meadows partnership with the Prado, an unprecedented collaboration between a university art museum
and a major international art institution. Since 2009, the partnership has included the exchange of
scholars, research, works of art, and exhibitions. Following the success of the first three years of the
partnership, the museums expanded their agreement in fall 2012, continuing their joint initiatives for an
additional two years and adding two collaboratively developed exhibitions, including Impressions of
Europe.
“Presenting the first retrospective on an artist as important as Martín Rico is exactly what our unique
partnership with the Prado is designed to do,” said Mark A. Roglán, director of the Meadows Museum.
“Rico was hugely influential in the rise of new approaches to landscape painting, but until now there has
been no comprehensive exhibition that brings together pieces from every phase of his career. By
showing the full breadth of his work and developing a catalogue with new scholarship on Rico we are
shedding new light on the rise of Realist landscape as a pivotal 19th-century movement. Equally as
important, we are bringing Rico’s work to new audiences internationally.”
Martín Rico is known as one of Spain’s greatest landscape masters. Praised for capturing a unique
luminosity in his representations of locations throughout Europe, Rico painted his most iconic works
during his time in Venice, where he worked from the 1870s through the end of his life in 1908. Because
Venice was a required stop on most “Grand Tours,” Americans were particularly drawn to Rico’s
Venetian scenes and purchased them in abundance as souvenirs of their trips. The Meadows-Prado
partnership gives a unique opportunity for these works to be shown alongside of the works that remained
in Europe, including the Prado’s unmatched collection of paintings and newly acquired collection of
forty sketchbooks, which have never before been publicly shown.
Rico championed the technique of painting en plein air, famously painting while stationed in gondolas
throughout the Venetian canals. Widely recognized by key American collectors in the nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries, including Andrew Carnegie, Henry Clay Frick, William H. Stewart, and Henry

Walters, Rico’s work is represented in the collections of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Brooklyn
Museum, the Art Institute of Chicago, and others.
Highlights of the exhibition include:
•

Rio San Trovaso, Venice (1903), an oil on canvas work from the Meadows collection that
depicts a Venetian canal and bridge.

•

The Tower of the Women, from the Prado’s collection, an 1871 painting of the Alhambra painted
while Rico was living in Granada with his friend and colleague, the painter Mariano Fortuny.

•

Patio of the Doge’s Palace in Venice, an 1883 depiction of Venice’s most famous landmark.

•

On the Seine, an 1869 painting on loan from the Metropolitan Museum of Art which exemplifies
Rico’s early plein-air style.

Impressions of Europe: 19th-Century Vistas by Martín Rico is curated by Javier Barón, Head of the
Department of 19th-century Painting at the Prado, and will be accompanied by an English-language
catalogue produced by the Meadows Museum in collaboration with the Prado that will present new
research related to the historical context, condition and conservation, provenance, attribution, and
literary connections of Rico’s work. Thirty-three letters to patrons and fellow artists that have never
before been published, as well as the first complete biography of the artist, will also be included in the
catalogue. In addition, the Museum will organize a lecture series this spring, which will bring together
national and international scholars, and will present other educational programming to complement the
exhibition.
This exhibition and project have been organized by the Museo Nacional del Prado and the Meadows
Museum, and are funded by a generous gift from The Meadows Foundation.
About the Prado and Meadows Museum Partnership
The Meadows and the Prado announced in 2009 the launch of a three-year partnership that included
interdisciplinary research at Southern Methodist University (SMU), an unprecedented internship
exchange between the two museums, a range of public programs, and the loan of three major paintings
from the Prado. The first painting, El Greco’s Pentecost (1596-1600), was exhibited at the Meadows in
fall 2010. Jusepe de Ribera’s Mary Magdalene (1640-41), the second painting, was paired with three
additional loans of Ribera works from other collections in an exhibition that took place in fall 2011.
Following the success of the first three years of partnership, in summer 2012 the museums announced an
expanded partnership, which began with a fall 2012 exhibition highlighting the third loan, Diego
Velázquez’s Portrait of King Philip IV (c. 1623-28). The expanded agreement continues the many
initiatives the museums began in 2009 and includes two new collaborative exhibitions: Impressions of
Europe and an exhibition of Spanish drawings scheduled for 2014. This latter exhibition will present a
selection of the highest quality drawings from the more than 200 in the collection of the Hamburger
Kunsthalle and will be on display first at the Meadows Museum, then travel to the Prado.
Meadows Museum
The Meadows Museum is the leading U.S. institution focused on the study and presentation of the art of
Spain. In 1962, Dallas businessman and philanthropist Algur H. Meadows donated his private collection
of Spanish paintings, as well as funds to start a museum, to Southern Methodist University. The museum
opened to the public in 1965, marking the first step in fulfilling Meadows’ vision to create a “Prado on
the Prairie.”

Today, the Meadows is home to one of the largest and most comprehensive collections of Spanish art
outside of Spain. The collection spans from the 10th to the 21st century, and includes medieval objects,
Renaissance and Baroque sculptures, and major paintings by Golden Age and modern masters.
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